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Following the September 11th attacks in New York City and Washington D.C. the investigators found three copies of a hand-written letter in Arabic. The letter included very detailed instructions for the suicide hijackers, from the night before the operation till their last moments
. The identity of the author of the letter is unknown. Investigators of the FBI tend to assume it was Muhammad Atta, one of the key figures in the attack, in whose luggage was found one of the copies. But, regardless of the writer, the letter provides us one of the most vivid and penetrating glimpses into the mind of the planners of the attacks, the mental state of the suicide hijackers, and the line of thought of the radical elements of the Islamist groups that fight the Western culture under what we may name “The Brotherhood of Global Jihad”. The letter was found in three different places, what suggests that the letter was shared by several of the hijackers. The content also suggests that it was aimed not only for the pilots but for the hijackers that remained with the passengers during the hijacking. 

The language of the letter is common to Islamists who have no formal Islamic education, but certain knowledge of the radical interpretations of radical Islam, which are typical to these groups. It is similar to several kinds of “manuals of Jihad” found in the United States and the United Kingdom, in the possession of Islamist activists. This is the language of the mixture of operational missions with a sense of religious scripts that we can find also in the writings and on  websites of such groups. In many cases Islamist activists have an influence on parts of the Muslim public whose religious knowledge is poor. This is a typical phenomenon both in Muslim countries and among Muslim communities in the West. As a consequence of social pressures they tend to adopt motives that sometimes have only basic religious rules or norms and emphasize the social and political confrontation. The radical perception of basic Jihad as ordered by the Prophet is therefore more attractive and appealing to many of them. This element is well viewed in the letter. There are even few mistakes in Arabic.
 In some cases the author does not mention the phrase of “may Allah pray upon him”, after Muhammad the Prophet, as writers of Islamic texts do automatically. In all the recitations of Quranic verses in the text, there is missing the usual text typical to Islamic writings – The Almighty is right (Saddaqa Allah al-`Azim). 

The main theme of the letter is planting in the hijackers’ mind that there is a direct line between them and the companions (Sahabah) of the Prophet in the 7th Century. In all their preparations for the attack and during taking over the planes, they should have seen themselves and behaved as if they were fighting alongside their ancestors. They were instructed to tie their clothes around them “in the same way our good predecessors had done before you”; to be courageous, “as our predecessors did when they came to the battle”; to press their teeth together “as the predecessors used to do”; and to recite “other similar verses that our predecessors used to mention in the battlefield”. They were instructed “not to forget to take some booty, even a cup or a glass of water”. Taking booty was an important element in the norms of fighting in early Islamic history. 

Another important theme was to look for death and forget this world. Heroism is an important element of such Islamist groups in most of their writings, but not just for the success of the fight and acceptance of death, but in order to prove the cowardice of their enemies, those who prefer the present world on the other one, or those who became the agents of the Devil because “they admire the civilization of the West and drink their love and their worship with cold water”. This is typical to Islamic writings of such groups that deals with death or committing suicide attacks. This is the perception of the true believers versus the Party of the Devil. The same as the view of the death in battle and becoming a martyr (Shahid) as marriage. This is a repeated element in wills of Palestinian suicide bombers, and probably one of the elements of self persuation before the operation. The same is with the beautiful women who wait for them in Paradise. The whole tone of these paragraphs is aimed at people who are going to a real battle with an armed enemy, and not with innocent unarmed civilians in a plane. There is also in some cases the use of the verb “slaughter” and not just “kill”. They are supposed to “apply the tradition of captivity and capture among them and kill them, as God Almighty said”. 

Another important element in their instructions is operating as a team with total obedience. They were going “to face critical situations, which require strict abiding and obeying 100%”. Obedience is mentioned in the letter several times, and warned against any dispute or personal revenge, and demanded to give priority to the community interest. 

The letter contains a lot of operational instructions, a stage by stage, in almost every hour and minute of their life from the night before the operation till the last seconds. Although the letter seems to be written in a hurry, there seems to be a lot of effort to be well organized, not to forget or neglect the smallest details. One can ask why such a letter in hand-writing that looks as if it was written at the last moment, was distributed for an operation so well-planned, and whose preparations probably took at least long months. One reason could be the fear of the person or persons in command that the coordination between the four different teams of hijackers was not enough. Another explanation could be that the text has been transferred to the commander of the operation at the last day, by Email or by a phonecall. The letter looks like it was a copy of a text or a dictation. Some sentences look as if they are in spoken Arabic.

There is a question whether the letter shows clearly that all the 19 members who took part in the attack, knew that they were going to carry out a suicide operation, or maybe just the four pilots. It is important to note that the term “deliberate martyrdom” – Istishhad, which is the usual term for suicide operation, is missing in the text. At the last seconds before “the Zero Hour comes”, and “before the target”, they were supposed to pray if possible, and to end their words with the Shahadah – There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his messenger. This might prove that they new that “meeting the target” was their death, meaning the crash into the buildings. The text is obviously phrased as a message for people who were going to a mission from which they would not return: “When the attack comes, hit firmly and strongly as the heroes do, those who do not wish to come back to the worldly life”. But, the paragraphs that deal with the details of the attack look as if they were aimed at the pilots of the planes who were supposed to take over the planes and lead them to the targets. Therefore, they were supposed to kill the “prisoners”, meaning the original pilots. It is not resonable that they were supposed to kill all the passengers. This might hint that in each plane all the team of hijackers, five in three of them and four in the other, were ordered to take over the cockpit, and not to deal with the passengers. In this case they were all witnesses to the approach to the targets and could know when to say their last pray few seconds before the crash with the targets. At least in the case of the United Airlines Flight no. 93, which crashed into a field in Pennsylvania, there were hints from cellular phonecalls made by some passengers that a group of passengers could manage to organize and attempt to fight the hijackers, what might have led to its crash before arriving at the target. 

The question might rise since it should haven taken a lot of efforts to train and mentally prepare 19 or 20 people during a long period of time, and while this people are not closed in certain training camp but live in Western countries in freedom of movement and a definetely non-Islamic environment. 

So far, most of the information about suicide bombers of Islamist groups, or even of non-Islamist terrorist groups, such as the Tamil Tigers of the LTTE, or the Marxist Kurdish group of the PKK, has been always related to a struggle for independence or against occupation. This was the case with the Lebanese Hizballah, the Palestinian Hamas and Islamic Jihad (PIJ), the Chechen rebels, or Kashmiri Islamist groups. In the case of Hamas and PIJ there is also a major Palestinian public support for this method of terrorist operation, that creates a supportive atmosphere, not to mention a consensus of most of the Islamic scholars in support for this method of operation in regard to the fight against Israel. The suicide operation against the United States last September, on American soil and by people that most of them lived there for some period, in addition to the fact that it has been carried out by a large group and not by one or two individuals, raise some important questions, but the most important of them is how to mentaly prepare such a big group during a long period of time and how maintain their devotion to the cause in a Western society. 

The above letter and the fact that only three copies were found, might hint that it was not aimed at all of them and most of them were not prepared to a deliberate suicide operation but a dangerous one, in which they might be killed like in a battle. It might hint that it was aimed only at a small group of the four pilots who were the only hijackers to know the exact mission of suicide nature. 

From the relative many details published about some of the hijackers following the worldwide investigation, it seems that they were not the usual type of devoted Islamists whom we know in other similar groups or in the Afghan, Chechen, or Kashmiri arenas. Even if some of them had been involved in the past in Islamist struggle in their Arab homelands, or belonged to Islamist groups involved in such struggle, it was clear that the point of such an operation against the United States was relatively vague compare to the local fights against the Arab secular regimes. Therefore, there was probably a need for a constant indoctrination, at least in the last days prior to the operation. We might also assume that the success of such a complicated operation was guaranteed by telling such big group of hijackers or at least most of them, the exact mission only at the shortest time possible prior to the operation. On one hand, it might explain the success of the operation with no leaks of information to the American and European intelligence communities and no alerts. On the other hand it might explain the form of the hand-written letter, which seems to be written, dictated, or copied, at the last moment. 

With all the respect for the religious devotion of the Islamist radicals, it is very difficult to keep so high level of willingness to carry out a suicide operation; with the way of life most of them lived, in Western society. In the Palestinian arena we can find people totally devoted to the radical Islamic interpretations of Hamas and the Islamic Jihad, who carried out over 100 operations since April 1993. But, these people live under a constant fight for independence, in difficult conditions, and under the influence of indoctrination of big public. In Hamas-run kindergartens, one can find signs on the walls that read: "The children of the kindergarten are the Shuhada (holy martyrs) of tomorrow." The classroom signs at Al-Najah University in Nablus in the West Bank and at Gaza's Islamic University say, "Israel has nuclear bombs, we have human bombs." Moreover, the power presented by the Martyrs plants a stronger sense of power in a public that is weaker than its enemy. In the Palestinian case, as well as in the case of the Shiites of South Lebanon, this element was important. The suicide operations are perceived with high prestige among most of the public, and an ultimate legitimacy of Islamic scholars. In the case of Hamas and PIJ, there was also a change in the profile of most of the suicide bombers, towards the participation of better-educated youngsters in these operations. It shows not only the effect of the religious indoctrination, but also the political and social awareness of sense of a social vanguard. 

The Egyptian sociologist Dr. Huda Zakaria made an interesting analysis of Islamist terrorism, which might fit also the case of the September attack in the United States:

“They are youngsters at the age of fruitful creativity but under a lot of pressures that push them towards militancy. It is easy therefore, to use them and organize them like soldiers in a group that serves also an alternative to the old grouping, such as the family or the society that surrounds them. The person who carries out the operation is offered to kill or be killed while death is presented as martyrdom that brings him closer to Allah. The person who plants such ideas in the mind of a youngster turns him into a canon, after his personality has been reshaped according to the needs of the his new social group and its destructive interests. The group programs him in a manner that he could explode any minute as if he is activated by remote control. The new group carries out its indoctrination by totally different means of his natural former social framework. The older plants its values gradually through childhood and youth with the aim of continuance and construction. The new alternative group activates rapid indoctrination by the most sacred means for the soul such as religious belief. Its target is not continuance but to shock the society and the destruction of the existing system. It pours into its instructions and prohibitions a sense of sacred religion so one cannot argue its orders or refrain from carrying them out. That way it achieves maximum discipline and abolish every self thinking.”
 

Martha Crenshaw, a professor at Wesleyan University who studies political psychology and terrorism, defined it clearly after the September attack: "The power of the group over the individual is what's important. People may be more loyal to the group than the cause. The cause is long-term; the group is tangible.” Prof. Ariel Merari, who specialized in the research of suicide bombers in the Middle East, said: "Suicide candidates, when they are chosen by an organization, enter into one end of a production process and in the other end they come out as complete, ready suicides. There is a psychological process of preparation that consists of boosting motivation, pep talks and the creation of points of no return."

Some experts claimed after the September attack, that one of the reasons for the large number of hijackers involved in the Sept. 11th mission might have been the extension of this group psychology -- the hijackers reinforced each other's beliefs and deterred an individual who wanted to back out at the last moment: He would have not only faced the wrath of the shadowy leaders who planned the operation, but would have been letting down his immediate circle of friends, peers and comrades. Groups that prepare suicide attackers are keenly aware of this psychology.

An issue that attracted many journalists and observers that dealt with suicide operations was the reward of 70 or 72 “black-eyed virgins” for the martyrs in Paradise, as a significant element in the motivation of young Islamists. In the literature of groups such as Hamas, Hizballah, and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, this motive is widely spread. The suicide operation is also a kind of marriage – the marriage of martyrdom (`Ars al-Shahadah) – especially while the suicide bombers have been and are in almost all cases young and unmarried. Since they have not been married, and in a traditional society they might even not have any sexual relations, the reward of 72 special virgins is significant and attractive. 

In the letter of the September attack the issue is raised twice – “hence it will be a day with God's permission you will spend it with the most beautiful women in paradise” – and – “know that paradise has been decorated for you with the best of its decorations and ornaments and the most beautiful women are calling upon you come oh you the commander with the order of God and they have dressed in the best of their attire.” In another place the author reminds them of their coming marriage – “You should be cheerful for the time between you and your marriage is only a few moments.” Such phrases appeared in Islamist literature of the Lebanese and Palestinian Islamist groups. In a poem of Hizballah for example from the 1980s, a son tells his mother who was taking care of the arrangements of his wedding: 

“I refused and said: my only mother                My wedding in this world is the day of martyrdom

the day I meet the Black-eyed                          And the blood on my face is my decoration”

An article about the “wedding of martyrdom” has been published in 1991, prior to the start of its suicide operations, in the main organ of Hamas, Filastin al-Muslimah (Muslim Palestine). The unsigned article could use also as an introduction to the doctrine of the Global Jihad. Among other things it wrote:

“The whole world is persecuting you and the Satanic powers ambush you. The whole world is your front, and do not exclude yourself from the confrontation… The life of misery prevent you from the meaning of life and turn your life into death. You live as a dead man… We stand today in a crossroad: life or death, but life without martyrdom are death. Look for death and you are given life”.

The importance of this element in really attracting young Muslims to commit suicide operation is still in debate among  researchers and scholars.
 There is no room here to develop the issue, which deserves a separate research. But, the issue, and the fact that it is repeated in the letter, as in the writings of other groups as well, seems to be an important element in the mental preparation of these youngsters, even in the case of Muslims who spent quite a long time in Western society. Although it should be noted that this element is not mentioned almost at all in the writtings of the Palestinian Abdallah Azzam, the spiritual father of the Afghan Mujahidin in general, and of Al-Qa`idah in particular. 

In any case, this element might show us the superficial perceptions of these youngsters and the blind discipline to the group, the leadership, and the cause. They are instructed not only to seek death but to make an “allegiance with death” – Bay`at al-mawt – in the opening of the letter. The allegiance with death was controversal among Islamic circles in Egypt, following the famous book of the ideologue of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad, Muhammad Abd al-Salam Faraj, Al-Faridhah al-Gha’ibah (the neglected duty). It was the principal book of the group that assassinated the late President Anwar al-Sadat in October 1981. Faraj has justified the allegiance with death based on a Hadith of the Prophet.
 The issue was emphasized later in the rulings of Jihad of Abdallah Azzam.
 The allegiance and the strict discipline are important not only for the operational dimension and the success of the operation, but since the hijackers are not well-informed in Islam. In one place the author writes: “Mention God many times and be learned that the best of mentioning God is reciting or reading the Holy Koran, and this is what the scholars have agreed upon unanimously as much as I know.” This is a very strange saying in such circumstances or writings, especially the words “as much as I know”. It could point us at the low level of Islamic knowledge of these youngsters, who in many cases are following blindly very simple and unsophisticated interpretations of Islamic activists, whose their knowledge of religion is poor too. In another place the author writes: “Then you must remember what I think the most important supplication… "There is no God except Allah." 

Dealing with such documents, one should look not only for its content but also for the missing elements. The element that is most interestingly missing here is The United States. The letter is an instructive document for people who are going to sacrify their lives in order to kill Americans. There is one paragraph where he is referring to the “civilization of the disbelievers” -- "for their devices and doors and technology all of it has no benefit in slaughter except with the permission of God. And the believers do not get afraid of it but those who get afraid of it are the agents of the devil…those who admire the civilization of the West, those who drink their love and their worship with cold water and were afraid of their equipment which are weak and trivial." The enemy is not referred here by a certain country but by the other civilization, which is directly linked to the devil. It looks as if the author was trying to present the enemy or the people they were going to attack, in vague language. As if they were not people or human beings but the representatives of the kingdom of evil, or as if they were going to be in an historic moment of world struggle between Good and Bad, facing a monster with no clear human faces. A missing element here is also The Muslim Nation (Ummah). It looks as if the hijackers should disconnect themselves from the present time and circumstances, and enter a situation of an eternal mission and struggle. 

 
Furthermore, the language is of people who are going to slaughter animals – “Check your weapons, before departure, and before you leave and "Let every one of you sharpen his knife and kill his animal and bring about comfort and relief of his slaughter" before the journey.” And in another place – “And if you slaughter then you take the booty of whom you killed.” On one hand it might be deliberately phrased so in order to take out of them any feelings of mercy. But on the other hand, it seems as if this is a result of a blind hatered of people who were supposed to fight the Devil and not human beings. Such terms are easier to be adopted by members of such groups than the sophisticated Islamic interpretations of Islamic scholars.

Another missing element in the letter for the highjackers is any organizational hint, even of a vague group or movement. It is natural that the author wanted to hide the group behind the operation, and it fact no one took responsibility for the attack. But, in similar writtings there could be at least some hints for the Islamic trend of the group. The letter of the September attack looks like it was ment to give the members of the group the sense of an historic mission as if they really went back in a “time machine” to the 7th Century to fight with the companions of the Prophet. It could be a wise move in order to hide any possible hint to an existing group. But, on the other hand, it could be the result of poor knowledge of of the author in Islamic radical interpretations, typical to the known Islamist groups. 

Conclusion

An important question that rises from this kind of a document is if it might lead us to conclude that we are facing here a new kind of Islamist radicals, as a result of the consolidation of the phenomenon of Global Jihad in multi-national and multi-grouping cells of youngsters in Muslim communities in the West. The letter cannot lead to clear conclusion as to the nationality or dialect of the author. The Islamic terminology is poor, and it is phrased in different language than Islamist documents of the groups that are linked to Al-Qa`idah. It looks also that the letter is a concluding document of a training of mental preparations, in which the hijackers were “programmed” to act as one group, with no individual emotions as emphasized in the letter. In other similar writings of such groups one can feel the brotherhood of soldiers who fought together in Bosnia, Kosovo, or Afghanistan, or were active for a long time in the same terrorist group. The letter seems to have been written at the last moment, as if by order, obidience, and strict discipline, to impose maximum unity of the group. 

To answer the question we shall have to wait for further details of the investigation. But, it seems that on the eve of eliminating the phenomenon of the “Arab Afghans” in Afghanistan these days, the letter as well as the September attack itself, might hint to the next phase of Islamist terrorism – operations on Western soil, carried out by an infrastructure of “programmed terrorists” from within some of the Muslim communities in the West.

Translation of hijackers’ letter

The last night: 

1. Pledge of allegiance for death and renewal of intent 
2. To be perfect with the plan very well of all its aspects and expecting the reaction or resistance from the enemy 
3. Reading and understanding well the chapters Al-Anfaal and At-Tawbah [or chapters 8 and 9 of the Holy Koran] and understanding their meanings very well and what Allah has prepared for the believers or the permanent bliss for the martyrs 
4. Reminding one's self of listening well and obeying that night for you are going to face critical situations, which require strict abiding and obeying (100 percent). So you should tame yourself and make it apprehend and convince it and incite it for that. 
The Most High says, "Obey Allah and His messenger and dispute not amongst yourselves, and be not divided amongst yourselves otherwise you will fail and your power will vanish, and be patient for Allah is with those who are patient. 
5. Praying in the middle of the night and ask Allah many times for victory and to over power and a clear opening and ask for facilitating matters and covering us 
6. Mention God many times and be learned that the best of mentioning God is reciting or reading the Holy Koran, and this is what the scholars have agreed upon unanimously as much as I know. And it is sufficient for us that it is the Word of the Lord of the skies and the earth who you are going to meet. 
7. Clean your heart and purify it from mishaps and forget completely a thing which is called worldly-life for the time for playing has past and the true promise has come, how much did we waste from our years of time shouldn’t we utilize these hours to offer obedience and closeness. 
8. You should be cheerful for the time between you and your marriage is only a few moments with which you begin the happy, satisfactory life and the eternal bliss with the Prophets and the true believers and the martyrs and the good people and what a great company to be among. 
We ask God from His grace and be optimistic because the Prophet peace be upon him (used to like optimism in all his affairs) 
9. Then remember very well that if you have been put into dilemma how to behave and how to be firm. And remember and know that what has befallen upon you should befall upon for sure. And what has not fallen upon you shouldn't fall upon you. And this dilemma from God, the most high and most exalted, to raise your status and forgive your sins, then know that it's a matter of moments then it will be clear with the permission of God. Congratulations for he who won with the great reward from God, the all mighty, who says, "Do you expect to enter paradise without Allah knowing those who struggled from you and know the patient ones" 
10. Then remember the saying of God, the Almighty, "And you were hoping for death before it comes to you that you have seen it while you are looking..."; And after that remember, "Indeed many small group would defeat big one with the permission of God..."; And His saying, "If God makes you victorious no one else can conquer you. And if God makes you fail, then who is he that can make you victorious beyond God? And upon God, the believers depend". 
11. Remind yourself with supplications and your brothers and comprehend their meanings. (Supplications of the morning and the evening – supplications of the country – supplications of the place – supplications of meeting the enemy, etc.) 
12. Pray for your soul, the bag, the clothes, the knife, your stuff whatever that stuff is, your ID, tith [the author does not complete this word, therefore the translators decided to merely transliterate the Arabic here], your passport, and all of your papers.
13. Check your weapons, before departure, and before you leave and "Let every one of you sharpen his knife and kill his animal and bring about comfort and relief of his slaughter" before the journey 
14. Tighten up your clothes and this is the medal of the righteous predecessors may God be content with them all. They used to tighten up their clothes before the battle then tighten up your shoes well and put your feet in your socks and hold on in your shoes and do not slip out of it. And these are all causes that we are ordered to undertake And God is our protector and He is the best Deputy. 
15. Perform the morning prayers in congregation and think of its reward while you are [reciting] the supplications And don’t get out of your apartment except with [having performed the] ablutions. 

For the angels are asking for happiness for you as long as you have ablutions. And they make supplication for you. And read God, the Almighty’s, sayings, "Do you think that We have created you in vein" (chapter of the believers) [chapter 23 in the Koran] 
The text of the mentioned Hadith is reported by An-Nawwawi in his book "The Chosen from the Supplicants." 
[The following sentence is squeezed on the bottom of this page and continues at the top of the same page as indicated by an arrow] One of the companions said the Messenger of God ordered us to read it before the conquest. So we read it and we won and we were safe. [The following two short sentences begin with an asterisk and are found at the very top of the page adjacent to sentence following number 1]. 
*Depleting the excess hair from the body and perfuming. 
*Taking a complete shower. 

The second stage
When the taxi takes you to (M) [airport – Matar in Arabic] then mention and remember God much in the car (supplication of riding – supplication of town – supplication of place [and] the other supplications. 
When you arrive and see (M) and get off the taxi then say the supplication of the place and every place you go to say in it the supplication of place and smile and be comforted for God is with the believers and the angels guard you and you do not feel them. Then say the supplication "God is more mightier than all His creation..." and say "Oh God suffice us them with what you willed" and say "Oh God we attack with you into their throats and we take you our shelter against their evil"; And say "Oh God make a damn for us between their fronts and their backs and He made them blind that they could not see"; and say "Our Protector is God and He is the best Deputy" remembering the Almighty's saying "Those whom the people said that the people gathered and prepared against you so fear them that increased their faith and said our Protector is God and He is the best deputy". That after saying it you will find some matters and companions around you because God has promised His slaves who say this supplication as follows: 


1) Winning God's grace and bliss 
2) No evil touches them 
3) Following God's content 


The Almighty said "They won God’s grace and bliss, no evil touched them and they followed God’s content and God is the Greatest Benevolent" for their devices and doors and technology all of it has no benefit in slaughter except with the permission of God. And the believers do not get afraid of it but those who get afraid of it are the agents of the devil those in fact are afraid of the devil and have become of his agents. Fear is a great worship, which should not be paid except to God alone the Almighty – and He is worthy of it. The Almighty said commenting on those verses "That is the devil makes his agents afraid" those who admire civilization of the West those who drink their love and their worship with cold water and were afraid of their equipment which are weak and trivial "That do not be afraid of them and be afraid of Me if you are true believers" that fear is a great worship, the angels of God and the believers do not perform it except for God alone, the only one who owns everything and are very sure that God will fail the tricks of the disbelievers that the Almighty said "That God is weakening the tricks of the disbelievers". 
Then you must remember what I think the most important supplication and especially you must not be seen that you say the saying "There is no God except Allah" for if you repeat it a thousand times nobody could tell whether your silent of mentioning God and of its greatness his saying peace be upon him [the reference is to Muhammad here] "Whoever says there is no God except Allah believing in it with all his heart he enters paradise" or as [Muhammad] said peace be upon him in that which means "If the seven earths and skies are placed on one scale and there is no God except Allah on the other scale, then the scale of there is no God except Allah weighs the other down" and you can smile while saying it and this is of the greatness of this word and that he who thinks deeply in it he finds that its letters have not dots on them and this is of its greatness that the dotted words or letters are less from it, and it is sufficient that it is the word of monotheism which you need most in the battlefield as the Messenger did peace be upon him and his companions and those who followed them as well until the Day of Judgment. 

And also do not let perplexing and confusion and nervous tension appear upon you. Be cheerful, happy, serene, and comforted because you are doing a job which God loves and accepts hence it will be a day with God's permission you will spend it with the most beautiful women in paradise. 

Smile in the face of death, oh young man! 
For you are on your way to the everlasting paradise! 

Any place you go to or any action you do you should supplicate and God is with His slaves the believers with support and guard and facilitation and success and conquest and victory and everything. 

The third stage 
When you ride (T) [plane – Ta`irah in Arabic] the moment you put in your leg and before you enter it make supplications and remember it is an expedition for the way and as upon him is peace and praying has said [referring to Muhammad] "that a coming or a going for the way of God is better than the worldly life and of all in it" or as upon him is peace and praying has said. 
And when you put your leg into (T) and sit on your seat say the supplications and remember the well-known supplications which we mentioned earlier then be busy with mentioning God and be industrious in that God the Almighty said "Oh you believers! If you met a group then be firm and serene and mention God much so as to be successful" then when (T) moves slowly and heads to (Q) [probably taking off – Iqla` in Arabic] say the supplication of travel for you are travelling to God the Almighty "Enjoy the travel." You will find it stopping then going forth and that is the hour of meeting the attributes then ask God the Almighty as the Almighty mentioned in His Book "Oh God pour patience upon us and make our feet firm and make us victorious over the disbelieving people"; and His Almighty’s saying "And what was their saying except that they said Oh our God forgive our sins and our extravagance in our affair and make our feet firm and make us victorious over the disbelieving people" and His prophet's saying peace be upon him "Oh God, you who has revealed your Book and moved the clouds and defeated the parties defeat them and make us victorious over them oh God defeat them and earthquake them" pray for yourself and for all your companions for conquer and victory and hitting the target and weakening the enemy and ask God to grant you martyrdom going forward not backward being patient and expecting a reward in the hereafter. 

Then each one of you should be ready to do his job on the manner which pleases God the Almighty and that you press your teeth together as the predecessors used to do – may God have mercy on them – before getting into a fight in the battlefield. 

In combat hit firmly and strongly as the heroes do who do not wish to come back to the worldly life and say aloud God is Great for saying that [causes] horror and terror to enter in the hearts of the disbelievers. God the Almighty said "hit over the necks and hit every finger of them". And know that paradise has been decorated for you with the best of its decorations and ornaments and the most beautiful women are calling upon you come oh you the commander with the order of God and they have dressed in the best of their attire. 
And if God gave anyone of you a sacrifice of an animal he should intend it for his father and his mother for they have a right over you and do not dispute among yourselves and listen and obey. And if you slaughter then you take the booty of whom you killed for this is a tradition of the selected (chosen Prophet) peace be upon him but on the condition that you do not be occupied with taking booties and leaves (neglects) what is more important of paying attention to the enemy and his trickery or attack for this is more harmful and if it was so. 

That giving priority of work and community interest over doing these because work is an individual duty and this is a tradition and the duty is given priority over the tradition and do not revenge for yourself but make you hit everything for God the Almighty. Ali ibn Abi Talib, may God be pleased with him, fought with one of the disbelievers and the disbelievers stood up (and spat) upon Ali may God be pleased with him. He put down his sword and did not hit him then he hit him. After the battle had finished one of the companions asked him about his doing so and why he did not hit that disbeliever when he hit him. Ali, may God be pleased with him, has said "when he spat upon me I thought I would hit him in revenge for myself I raised my sword or as he said then when I remembered the intent he stood up and he killed him and this all means in a short time one should settle down his soul before all his actions and doings are for God. 


Then apply the tradition of captivity and capture among them and kill them as God the Almighty said, "no Prophet must have prisoners of war until he weakens (the enemy) on the land. Do you want to have the best of the worldly life and God wants the hereafter and God is the most Mighty and the most Wise" 


If everything is done perfectly then everyone of you pats his brother on the shoulder at (M) and at (T) and at (K) reminding him that this work is for the sake of God the Almighty and the Exalted and he does not perplex his brothers (companions) even if with any time thing but he makes them hopeful and comforts them and reminds them and encourages them. What a beauty if one repeats verses from the Koran such as God's saying "That he fights for the way of God those who buy the worldly life for the hereafter…" 
And God's saying, "Do not count those who were killed for the way of God dead…." Etc., or sings to them as did the predecessors during the battles. He should comfort his companions and make them serene and cheerful. 
And do not forget to take some of the booty even a cup or a glass of water to gratify yourself and your companions if it was possible then if the true promise approached and the zero hour came open up your jacket and open up your chest welcoming death for the way of God and always be remembering and if you can end with praying if it is possible start it before the target in a few seconds or the last of your speech is -- There is no God except Allah and Muhammad is His Messenger. And after that God-willing will be the meeting in the highest rank of paradise with God's mercy. 

*If you see the gatherings of disbelief remember the parties whose numbers were close to 10,000 fighters and how God make his slaves the believers victorious over them. God the Almighty says "and when the believers saw the parties they said that that which God promised us and God and His Messenger are true and that increased their belief and faith and submission to God" 

God, Pray upon our Prophet Muhammad.  



 � For the original copy of the letter as published by the FBI see: � HYPERLINK http://www.fbi.gov/pressrel/pressrel01/letter.htm ��www.fbi.gov/pressrel/pressrel01/letter.htm� 


 � For example, in paragraph 7.                                                                                                                                           


� Al-Ahali, June 28th 1995.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      


� www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/nation/specials/attacked/investigation/A63746-2001Oct15.html                                                                                                                                                                                            


�  Abu Husein, Ya Thaer Allah: Latamat Husainiyyah (Beirut, 1984). The poem is called `Ars al-Dam (The wedding of blood), pp. 106-107.                                                                                                                                                                                      


� “`Ars al-Shahadah”, Filastin al-Muslimah, vol. 9, no. 9 (September 1991), p. 63.                                                                                                                                                                                          


� See for example: Middle East Media Research and Institute (MEMRI), '72 Black Eyed Virgins': A Muslim Debate on the Rewards of Martyrs. Inquiry and Analysis - Jihad and Terrorism Studies, no. 74, October 30, 2001, By Yotam Feldner.


                                                                                                                                                                                         


� See on the debate on this issue in: Ni`mat Allah Janinah, Tanzim al-Jihad (Cairo, Dar al-Huriyyah, 1988), p. 255.                                                                                                                                                                                         


� His most important ruling was published in his book: Al-Difa` `An aradi al-Muslimin Aham Furudh al-A`yan (The defense of the Muslim lands is the most important personal duty) (Pishawar, Jamiat al-Da`wah wal-Jihad, 1987).                                                                                                                                                                                          


�  � HYPERLINK http://www.kyw.com/now/story/0,1597,313163-406,00.shtml ��http://www.kyw.com/now/story/0,1597,313163-406,00.shtml� 
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