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QAEDAT AL-JIHAD: NEW NAME ON THE ROAD TO PALESTINE 

By Reuven Paz 

Within the last month, the remaining members of al-Qaeda have begun to issue new electronic pamphlets through the websites of their supporters under the name of "Qaedat al-Jihad" (base of jihad). Usage of the Internet by radical Islamists is not unprecedented, but after al-Qaeda's defeat in Afghanistan, it has become a vital modus operandi. This trend has also led to the establishment of dozens of websites by radical Saudi, Egyptian, and Palestinian scholars that grant Islamic legitimacy to al-Qaeda's cause. 

More Involvement in Palestinian Issues? 

In December, several articles in the Egyptian press attacked Osama bin Laden for ignoring the Palestinians while instead focusing on Afghanistan. An apologetic reply, entitled "Bin Laden and the Palestinian Issue," came from the Saudi Abu Ayman al-Hilali, who recently became the "official" interpreter of bin Laden. In the reply, he explained that bin Laden "serves the Palestinian issue by attacking American interests, since Israel is one of America's allies in the Muslim world, and there is no distinction between America and Zionism." He went on to openly criticize Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad for cooperating with national Palestinian elements as distinct from Islamist radical groups. 

The Saudi plan that was discussed and approved at the Beirut Arab summit in March 2002 gave bin Laden and his followers the opportunity to attack several birds with one stone -- the Saudi royal family, Arab governments, American support for Israel, and public support for Palestinians. In a fatwa issued in late March this year, one of bin Laden's prominent Saudi supporters, Shaykh Hamed al-Ali, ruled that the Saudi plan has no validity. According to this ruling, "the so-called peace agreements with the Jews are false, corrupted, have no value in the nation of Islam, since they contradict the book of Allah. The Jews that kill Muslims will have no remains. Whoever gives them his hand for peace while they react by shedding the blood of his Muslim brothers, is a coward, an ignorant, has no value towards the brothers of monkeys and pigs." 

Announcements Attributed to bin Laden and Qaedat al-Jihad 

In the same month, an announcement with bin Laden's handwritten signature appeared on http://66.78.6.55/~jehad/osama-alquds.htm. Of course, there is no way to know if this document was in fact written by bin Laden. Bearing the date of early Muharram 1423 (the third part of March 2002), the announcement called for "the revolt against the rulers of heresy and killing them; and the killing of the Americans and the Jews, by shooting, stabbing, or even by throwing stones at them." This directive marked a more intensive use of the internet by al-Qaeda and its followers to comment on recent developments in the Middle East and Afghanistan. 

Three announcements have also appeared on the main websites of al-Qaeda supporters (e.g., www.azzam.com; www.jehad.net) under the new name of Qaedat al-Jihad. On April 9, the first Qaedat al-Jihad announcement was released on the website "Platform of Tawhid and Jihad," which belongs to Palestinian Shaykh Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi www.almaqdese.com/afghanistan/fatwa/resalah.html [Please note: this link is inconsistent]. The announcement says, "First of all and above anything else, we should emphasize that regarding Shaykh Osama bin [Laden] Allah protects him, is safe, enjoys good health, and prepares with his companions the next stage. We wish to tell our Muslim nation that with the blessings of Allah we are preparing for a Jihadi plan to meet the circumstances of the present stage." It repeats the promise of bin Laden in one of his videotapes following the September attacks that "America and its inhabitants cannot dream of peaceful and safe life before the Palestinians are safe; the withdrawal of American troops from Saudi Arabia; the release of the Muslim prisoners in Cuba; and before the restoration of the Muslim glory and power, when the banner of Tawhid [unity] is raised to control the world and direct it, with no resistance." 

The second electronic Qaedat al-Jihad pamphlet, which appeared on April 24, was entitled "Announcement of Qaedat al-Jihad on the Wills of the Heroes and the Legitimacy of the Attacks in Washington and New York" (www.alneda.com/print.asp?id=566&ty=pr&img=no). The main theme of this interesting and detailed document is that the United States and Israel are one entity. Therefore, suicide operations against the United States, including the killing of innocent civilians, is as legitimate as killing Israelis and Jews. The reasoning behind this is spelled out in two books found on www.alneda.com One book, by Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi, is called The Essence of the New Crusader War. The other book is written by Shaykh Abd al-Aziz bin Saleh al-Jarbou, one of the prominent Saudi scholars who support al-Qaeda. Entitled The Basis for the Legitimacy of the Destruction that Occurred in America, it is the most detailed analysis thus far attempting to religiously justify the September attacks. 

The third electronic announcement of Qaedat al-Jihad was published on April 26 under the title "Al-Haznawi: Why the Tape [Was Released] Now" (www.alneda.com/print.asp?id=581&ty=pr). It includes the following justification: 

The issues of al-Qaeda are those of the Islamic nation in Afghanistan, Somalia, Bosnia, and Chechnya. The main motive of these operations is the defense of the Islamic sacred places, the Haramain and the blessed al-Aqsa. The last operations were meant to support the Jihad in Palestine against the Jewish enemy. We said at the time that the operation against [USS] Cole was the first serious attack in support for the Palestinian uprising, and it would be followed by sister operations. Then came the September 11 blessed operation to support this promise. The attack was against the World Trade Center, the largest financial center in support for the Jews. The Pentagon was the main source of the military Jewish machine on one hand, and its main supporter on the other. Just its name terrorizes the Arab leaderships.

The announcement ends by taking responsibility for the attack against the Jewish synagogue in Jerba, Tunisia, which was carried out by Nizar Sayf al-Din al-Tunisi: "There are operations we took responsibility for, and others we shall do so in the proper time." 

Conclusion 

The remains of al-Qaeda's central core seem to have regained some confidence in recent weeks as they continue to spread their anti-American sentiments through the Internet. Some of this confidence might come from the growing influence of radical Saudi Islamist scholars. Indeed, there has been a prominent shift among these scholars toward justification of a global jihad against the United States -- citing the U.S. presence in Saudi Arabia, the campaign in Afghanistan, and America's support for and alliance with Israel -- which has brought no real reaction from the Saudi government. 

Reuven Paz is director of the Project for the Research of Radical Islam in Haifa, Israel, and the author of the forthcoming book Tangled Web: International Networking of the Islamist Struggle (The Washington Institute).
POLICYWATCH
	Number 599
	February 1, 2002


RELIGION AND POLITICS IN ALEXANDRIA 

By Reuven Paz 

On January 20-21, an interfaith summit of Muslim, Christian, and Israeli Jewish leaders convened in Alexandria, Egypt, after several years of effort and planning. The meeting did not draw much attention in the Egyptian or Palestinian media -- only in the Israeli media -- but it deserves attention, if not for the religious dimension, then at least for the political. 

The Interfaith Summit 

About twenty religious scholars from the highest religious establishments of Egypt, Israel, and the Palestinian Authority (PA) met under the presidency of Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey. Egyptians in attendance included the head of Egypt's al-Azhar, Dr. Muhammad Sayyed Tantawi. Israeli representatives included Chief Sephardi Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron, Deputy Foreign Minister Rabbi Michael Melchior, Rabbi Menachem Fruman of the Tekoa settlement in the West Bank (who had tried to create contacts between Jewish religious figures and Hamas leaders for many years), and Rabbi David Rosen (until recently the head of the Jerusalem office of the Anti-Defamation League). Palestinians included Chief Justice of the Palestinian Shari'ah courts Sheikh Taysir al-Tamimi, Mufti of Bethlehem Sheikh Tawil, PA minister of state Talal al-Sidr, and Mufti of the Palestinian police forces Sheikh Abd al-Salam Abu Shkheidem. Other leaders included Latin Patriarch Michel Sabah, Melkite Archbishop Butrous Mu`allem, Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem Riah Abu `Asal, and representatives of the Armenian and Greek Orthodox Patriarchs. 

Efforts to arrange such a meeting were ongoing for several years, involving, among others, senior Christian figures in Europe. In December 1997, Israeli Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Meir Lau met Tantawi in Cairo, which led to severe criticism of Tantawi in Egypt. Nevertheless, Tantawi corresponded with Chief Israeli Sephardi Rabbi Bakshi-Doron. It seems that two factors were behind the timing of the meeting last week: the personal effort dedicated to the task by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the slight change in Egyptian policy toward Israel and the PA since the September 11 attacks on the United States and the capture of the arms ship Karine-A by Israel one day before it would have entered the Suez Canal. The meeting should therefore be studied not only for its politico-religious dimension, but also for what it says about Egyptian-Israeli relations. 

According to the London-based Arab press, there were many conflicts during the discussions (e.g., on the future of Jerusalem). Yet, the participants managed to issue a seven-point common statement titled "The first Alexandria statement of the religious leaderships in the Holy Land." The statement called upon the Israeli and Palestinian sides to shun violence and live together as neighbors who respect each other's religious and historical rights -- with protection of Muslim, Christian, and Jewish sanctities and freedom of worship. Perhaps the most important element in the declaration was the statement that "all the monotheistic faiths prohibit the killing of innocents and regard it a crime, and all faiths and believing people should condemn violence." 

President Hosni Mubarak officially received the participants on January 22 at the presidential palace in Cairo, in the presence of the Egyptian foreign minister Ahmad Maher. According to the Egyptian MENA news agency, President Mubarak emphasized that the religious leaders should have a say in bringing peace and tolerance to prevail in the region. Despite the high-level attention by Mubarak, the meeting in Alexandria did not make much noise in the Arab world. 

On the other hand, the meeting did not draw many attacks. Even bitter rivals of the Egyptian Islamic establishment under Sheikh Tantawi -- such as the Egyptian Dr. Yousef al-Qaradawi, who lives in Qatar -- refrained from open attacks, probably in an attempt to diminish the effects of the meeting. To be sure, Palestinian Hamas -- in a long article on its official website by "Quds Press," a Hamas news agency in Damascus and London -- claimed that hidden British motives were behind the meeting, "in order to improve the image of the United Kingdom and the West following the war against terrorism led by the United States, described by Muslim activists as a Crusader attack." Egyptian Sheikh Yahya Isma`il, the former general secretary of the Front of the al-Azhar Scholars who was recently fired, described it as "humiliating concessions for the Jews." He added that even the Jewish rabbis were "war criminals and occupiers and there is no room for any dialogue with them, since they occupy a land that does not belong to them." Isma`il also attempted to connect the meeting to the American and British attempts to intervene in the teaching techniques of Islamic education in Egypt, another controversial issue lately. 

Foreign Affairs and Religion 

Within the last month, there has been a slight change in the Egyptian position toward Israel, Yasir Arafat, the Palestinians, and the global war against terrorism. The turning point seems to have been the capture of Karine-A on January 3, and the American support for Israel's move to marginalize Arafat. The Egyptian silence during the past month toward Israeli actions against the PA (including Cairo's relatively restrained reaction to the Israeli siege of Arafat in Ramallah) places the Alexandria religious conference -- with its large Israeli delegation -- in a very political light. 

The Alexandria meeting was more significant for Egyptian-Israeli relations than for religious tolerance in the region. As one Israeli journalist wrote after the conference, real religious understanding would require something on the scale of a meeting between Sheikh Yasin of Hamas and Rabbi Dov Lior of Kiryat Arba, one of the leading extremist rabbis among the Israeli settlers in the West Bank. 

Last but not least, the meeting showed much about Sheikh Tantawi. Well before the September 11 attacks -- in fact, since his appointment to his senior position as Sheikh al-Azhar in 1997 -- he succeeded in gradually returning al-Azhar to the leading role in orthodox and moderate Islam, despite all the criticism from popular radical Islamic scholars in Egypt and elsewhere in the Arab world. Al-Azhar has done this with much support from the Egyptian regime, but with substantial personal courage as well. 

Reuven Paz, a 2001 visiting fellow at The Washington Institute, is the author of the forthcoming Institute monograph Tangled Web: International Networking of the Islamist Struggle. 
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SHAYKH DR. YOUSEF AL-QARADAWI: 
DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE 

By Reuven Paz 

Shaykh Yousef al-Qaradawi, head of the Sunni studies department at Qatar University and a well-known Islamic scholar, was the first in the Arab Sunni world to Islamicaly legitimate the suicide operations of Hamas (1995). But he was also among the first Islamic scholars to condemn the September 11 attack on the United States. In mid-October, he joined four other scholars in sanctioning the participation of American Muslim military personnel in the attack on Afghanistan, as long as they were not involved in fighting and only in administrative and logistics activities. This report was viewed by American Muslims as a ruling, but the statement has not appeared on his official website (www.qaradawi.net) alongside his other rulings, articles, and interviews. Do his post-September 11 statements indicate a change in view? 

Ambiguous Message Post-September 11 

On September 12, Qaradawi issued the following statement: 

Our hearts bleed for the attacks that have targeted [the World Trade Center], as well as other institutions in the U.S., despite our strong opposition to the American biased policy towards Israel on the military, political and economic fronts. Even in times of war, Muslims are not allowed to kill anybody save the one who is indulged in face-to-face confrontation with them. This is a heinous crime in Islam. . . . I do agree with those who do not allow such martyr operations to be carried out outside the Palestinian Territories. 

The focus of this and other statements made by Qaradawi has been the issue of Palestine. His thesis is that if the United States should end its support for Israel, attacks against America would cease. To the question, "How should Muslims, especially those in Palestine, deal with the Jews?" he replied, "Muslims should never deviate from the etiquette and good morals set by Islam in dealing with all people, be they in a state of war or peace. We cannot forsake our manners and principles merely because we are at war with the Jews. Fighting the Jews does not mean that we are to treat them inhumanely. But every Muslim should know that his duty in this situation is to participate in jihad against the Jews who usurped our lands and committed many sacrilegious acts against our holy places." 

Still, until the end of September he generally attacked the groups that were either regarded as close to Osama bin Laden and his front, or supported the terrorist attacks on the United States. For instance, he attacked some Islamist groups and individuals in the West such as Omar Bakri, the head of a group called Al-Muhajiroun in London. Bakri responded on September 25 by stating that Qaradawi is "one of those Shaykhs who have sabotaged the concepts of Islam and Muslims and exploited Islam to benefit their private interests." 

Qaradawi's tone began to change in the second half of September as the United States prepared to attack Afghanistan. In a ruling issued in Arabic on September 17 on his website, Qaradawi prohibited Muslim states from cooperating with any other state to attack another Muslim country or participating in any coalition toward that end -- a reference to the coalition against Afghanistan. He also called on the Islamic states to assist Afghanistan since "it is a weak country and its people suffer from the American embargo." 

Since then, Qaradawi has generally defended bin Laden as representative and defender of the oppressed Muslims against the "American and Zionist evilness," even though he continued to condemn the attacks on American soil against innocent civilians. 

Qaradawi's most detailed statement by far came on October 12 in his Friday sermon: "America is dealing with the terrorism by a similar terrorism." He said, 

It is very important to define terrorism and not to leave the issue vague as America wants. They want to interpret terrorism as they like. . . . There is Al-Wafa foundation, a human charity foundation that deals with digging of wells, building of mosques and schools, and has nothing to do with politics. It was also added to the list of terrorists. In the American annual report [of the State Department] we can find Hamas, the [Palestinian] Islamic Jihad, and Hizballah as terrorist groups. . . . We should deny it, and therefore we should define terrorism. Terrorism is the killing of innocent people with no justification and no differentiation between the innocent and the harmful. It uses civilians to achieve its goals. . . . The Palestinians have the right to defend themselves. Each one of them has the right to explode himself, make himself a human bomb and explode himself against his enemy and kill whomever he kills . . . . You might arrest Bin Laden but a thousand Osamah Bin Laden’s will follow him. He is not a human being but a phenomenon of resistance of those oppressed by the stronger, by means they cannot even think about.

The conclusion of his speech was in the form of prayers to Allah: "Take the hand of our oppressed brothers on earth, our brothers in Afghanistan, Palestine and Kashmir, and lead them to the victory. Allah, attack the oppressors, attack the Americans and the occupiers, the arrogant Zionists, your enemies who are the enemies of Islam." 

What Lies Behind Qaradawi's Positions 

The contradictions and changes in Qaradawi's position within the past month are likely a result of his desire to preserve his current status as an Islamic authority in the eyes of both radical Islamic groups, such as the Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas, and moderate Arab states from whom the United States is doing its best to get "silent" support for the Afghanistan operation. 

In Qaradawi's calculus, his metamorphosing positions give him an opportunity to increase his importance in the eyes of all sides: 

• The Americans and Europeans may be attracted to his condemnation of the terrorist attacks in the United States. 

• The Arab moderate states may find support for their passive position on the Western coalition and find backing for their criticism of the United States if the attacks in Afghanistan lead to excessive injuries among civilians. 

• The Islamic movements belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood School may continue to rely on Qaradawi's rulings and enjoy his influential position in the Islamic financial field. 

• The Palestinians may rely on his rulings to promote their terrorist struggle, including suicide operations against Israeli civilians. 

• American and Western Muslim communities may find in his rulings and statements the golden path between loyalty to their countries of residence on the one hand, and seeking social and cultural autonomy through support for Islamic charity foundations and funds on the other, the latter reinforced by feelings of alienation and discrimination. 

• Radical Islamist groups may find in his rulings the legitimacy to promote their anti-Western struggle and the justification to use all means of fighting. The Afghans and the Taliban regime could be easily identified with the Palestinians, for whom he permits the most extremist means of jihad. 

Qaradawi's ability to be "the man for all seasons" should not mislead the West in its efforts to attract Arab states into positive support for the coalition against the global jihad of bin Laden and his front groups. 

Reuven Paz is a Meyerhoff fellow at The Washington Institute. 
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THE GLOBAL JIHAD BROTHERHOOD: EGYPTIAN ISLAMIC JIHAD AND THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT OF UZBEKISTAN

By Reuven Paz

In his September 21st speech to Congress, President George W. Bush mentioned two terrorist groups in addition to Osama bin Laden's Al-Qaedah: the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan. Both groups are fighting the regimes of their homelands but serve the interests of global Jihad as well. 

The Egyptian Islamic Jihad 

The Egyptian Islamic Jihad is the oldest group in the front of radical Islamism, and can be regarded the closest to bin Laden and his members of Al-Qaedah. Its present leader, Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri, a physician, has been mentioned in the past year as the would-be successor of bin Laden in Al-Qaedah. 

The group was founded in the late 1970s by young intellectuals, students, and graduates from the ranks of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood who criticized the lack of militancy of the Brotherhood, which sought to become a legitimate political party under the old conservative leadership. Those founding Islamic Jihad were influenced by the Islamic militancy developed in prison during the 1960s by the Islamic radicals imprisoned by Egyptian president Gamal Abdul Nasser, especially Sayyid Qutb. Motivated by disappointment from the Brotherhood, the limited freedom of political activity set by the late President Anwar al-Sadat, the peace agreement with Israel in March 1979, the effect of the Islamic revolution in Iran, and the emergence of materialistic and nationalist Egyptian middle class, they found refuge in the militant writings of Qutb and his interpretation of jihad. Under the ideological guidance of Sheikh Omar Abd al-Rahman, they adopted and developed jihad against the secular state, Western ideas and culture, and the lack of social justice, as the sole way of struggling. In their ideological consolidation they were influenced also by the foundation in Egypt of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ), by Dr. Fathi Shqaqi and Dr. Bashir Nafi`, who sought to establish a world movement of Islamic Jihad based around the Palestinian issue and under the effect of the Islamic revolution in Iran. The organ of the Islamic Jihad -- Al-Mukhtar al-Islami -- edited by Shqaqi and Nafi`, expressed the new ideology developed by both the Palestinian and Egyptian Jihadists. 

On October 6, 1981, members of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad managed to assassinate Egyptian president Anwar al-Sadat, and opened a decade of violent, uncompromising struggle with the Egyptian authorities. This included other militant Islamist groups as well, such as Al-Gama’at al-Islamiyyah whose leader Dr. Rifa`i Taha has also joined bin Laden's front in Afghanistan, and Al-Takfir wal-Hijrah, which contributed the idea of refutation of the Muslim secular state and society to the platforms of Al-Qaedah. The harsh retaliation of the Egyptian authorities and the growing resentment among the Egyptian public toward murderous terrorism against tourists, officials, Coptic Christians, and innocent civilians, led to the split of Islamic Jihad into three centers of leadership. One was mainly in Egyptian jail, under the command of `Abbud al- Zummur, who in the past two years began to push the group into political rather than terroristic activity. The second found refuge in exile in the Muslim community in the United States, under Sheikh Omar Abd al-Rahman. This group was active in the 1990s in several terrorist operations on American soil, such as the murder of Rabbi Meir Kahana in 1990, the car bombing in February 1993 of the World Trade Center, and an attempt to explode the Brooklyn Tunnel in New York City in 1995. The third leadership resides in Afghanistan under Dr. Zawahiri, and was involved in the major terrorist activities related to Al-Qaedah against American and Egyptian targets outside of the U.S. Members of this group are located in Yemen, Sudan, Pakistan, and other Muslim communities all over the world. 

The Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU) 

The Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan -- Harakatul Islamiyyah -- was founded in 1996, from followers of the Muslim Brotherhood and several small groups of the Central Asian "Wahhabi" trend, which is only loosely related to the Wahhabi school of Islam predominant in Saudi Arabia. It is under the leadership of Mohammad Tahir Farouq (Tohir Yuldashev) as commander and Al-Zubair bin Abd al-Rahim as the religious authority. 

IMU's members include individuals who fought in Tajikistan's 1992-97 civil war on the side of the Islamists, who lost. Thousands of militants fled Tajikistan to the safety of the Islamist networks in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Since the mid-1990s, IMU fighters have trained at camps in Afghanistan some controlled by Osama bin Laden -- IMU is believed to receive assistance from the Taliban. Since early 1999, its activities have become more violent. The IMU has a clear record of terrorist activity including a 1999 car bombing in Tashkent (the capital of Uzbekistan), which killed sixteen people, and the August 2000 seizure of numerous hostages, including four American mountain climbers, who were able to escape after being held hostage for six days. In the past two years, most of the activity of the IMU took place in neighboring Kirghizistan, where thousands of Uzbeki Islamists have taken refuge. 

On August 25, 1999, the IMU published its first platform and declaration of Jihad against the Uzbeki regime, whose leadership was actually the former leadership of Communist Uzbekistan during the Soviet era. The declaration, "A message from the general command of the Islamic movement Uzbekistan," signed by Al-Zubair bin Abd al-Rahim, announced the primary objective of its Jihad as "the establishment of an Islamic state with the application of the Shari’ah, founded upon the Qur'an and the Prophetic Sunnah". An interesting point in the declaration was the "regret that Foreign Mujahideen (Al-Ansaar) as of yet have not entered our ranks". This shows the desire of the IMU to globalize its struggle, following the successful model of the Chechen Islamist rebels. 

On September 15, 2000, the State Department issued a fact sheet in conjunction with its designation of the IMU as a Foreign Terrorist Organization under U.S. law. In its annual report of Patterns of Global Terrorism for the year 2000, published in April 2001, the State Department added the IMU to the list of international terrorist groups. 

Besides the IMU, there are two other Uzbeki Islamist groups that are influenced by the Islamist trends of the Arab world. The first, Hizb al-Tahrir al-Islami -- the Islamic Liberation Party, was accused by the Uzbeki authorities of several terrorist operations in the 1990s, including an attempt to assassinate Uzbeki president Islam Karimov in February 1999. Hundreds of its members have been imprisoned in the past two years. The second is the official Muslim Brotherhood, which acts so far as a political group rather than a terrorist one, but some of whose members joined the Islamic movement of Uzbekistan. 

Conclusion 

The notion that the whole world is a platform for Islamist Jihadist activity, either against various Muslim regimes or the United States and Israel as major enemies, has became common to many Islamist groups, using the Afghan struggle of the 1980s as a model and Afghanistan as a base. Their Jihad is perceived as a war of self-defense against a "global conspiracy of the Americans and the Jews", and hence all violent means are legitimate. This global Jihad brotherhood is at the core of the Al-Qaedah network, enabling its affiliates to cooperate easily and to build joint "task forces" of various nationalities for terrorism, fund-raising, money-laundering, training, supplying of arms, and other activities. 

Reuven Paz is a Meyerhoff fellow at The Washington Institute. 

